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NYSNA 2020 Convention Resolutions
Resolution #10: Inclusion of a National Response for Serving Marginalized 
Communities Through Medical Missions

Submitted by Zina Klein, Westchester Medical Center, on behalf 
of the NYSNA Local Bargaining Units at Westchester Medical 
Center, Health Alliance Hudson Valley and the County of 
Westchester

Whereas, manmade and natural disasters, pandemics, epidem-
ics, other healthcare emergencies and/or diminished access to 
care affect the social, economic, and environmental determi-
nants of health, and

Whereas, health systems in affected areas will exceed their 
capability to prepare, respond and treat patients, and

Whereas, NYSNA has responded internationally in 2018 and 
2019 on medical missions resulting in the caring for thousands 
of patients successfully by volunteer registered nurses, and,

Whereas, the United States has areas with diminished access to 
care, and 

Whereas the United States is not immune to man-made or natu-
ral disasters and such disasters can have a life-altering impact 
on individuals, families at the community, city and state level, or 
many times can impact an entire country, and

Whereas, NYSNA medical missions’ program has succeeded in 
building solidarity globally, it can be done nationally, forming 
alliances with other healthcare systems and organizations both 
unionized and non-unionized, and 

Whereas, while preforming this much needed medical service, 
NYSNA RNs can network both learning and educating others 
about different healthcare systems , as well as, the power and 
value of RNs united under a union, and

Whereas, states including New York, relaxed licensing policies to 
allow RNs with valid licenses to cross state lines to practice dur-
ing the height of the COVID-19 pandemic, 

Therefore, be it resolved that NYSNA will form a committee to 
investigate and work with the appropriate agencies to form a 
mutual response pact to grant RNs this privilege when a need is 
identified, and

Be it further resolved that NYSNA RNs will expand its efforts to 
support the NYRN mission to provide national healthcare ser-
vices to vulnerable populations in the wake of natural and man-
made disasters, or any healthcare need identified such as mass 
vaccine programs, and

Be it further resolved that NYSNA will continue its efforts to 
educate its members on disaster preparedness and response, 
and

Be it further resolved that NYSNA’s Board of Directors and area 
representatives will work with Local Bargaining Units to expand 
negotiation for unpaid short-term releases for RNs and paid 
educational days for nurses who volunteer for medical missions 
in its contracts with all employers.




